
Dear parents,

Welcome to the March newsletter.  I have been 
considering changing the newsletter for a little while and 
this time have taken the plunge!!  Please let me know 
what you think.

The spring term has flown by and we now find 
ourselves at the Easter holidays!  This half term has 
been filled with plenty of learning, fun and laughter.  It 
also brought with it a change in the weather which, I 
think we all agree, was much needed!

I hope you all have time over Easter to rest and spend 
time with family and friends.

Warmest regards
Teresa Bosley
Executive Headteacher



School Information

School Business Officer
Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances the 
candidate offered the post withdrew their acceptance.  
We are continuing our search for a School Business 
Officer.

In the meantime, we will continue to receive support 
from Miss Baldwin, Mr Hopkinson (from the DDAT 
Central Team), and Mrs Redmond, who is an 
experienced SBM. 

After the Easter holiday Mr Jones will return to his usual 
role.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank him 
for the support he has given us during the spring term.

Please continue to email any queries to me, and I will 
ensure they are directed to the appropriate person.

I would like to thank you all for your patience and 
understanding during this period of change.

Farewell to Miss Walters

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss 

Walters for her hard work and dedication over the years 

at Long Lane, she will be greatly missed.

I am sure you will all join me in wishing her good luck in 

her new adventure.

Newspaper and Magazines
After the Easter holiday, the Meadow Class will be 
using newspaper and magazines for their art 
lessons.  If you have any you can donate, please send 
them into school thank you.

Please also send boxes, e.g. cereal boxes (nothing too 
large) for art in the Garden Class.  Garden Class would 
also like materials for junk modelling, thank you.



Attendance

Absence Procedures

If your child is too unwell to attend school, please 

contact school by telephone or email before 

9.00am and inform us of the reason for their 

absence and when you expect them to return to 
school.  

From January, if you are emailing to inform us of 

an absence please include ALL of the staff below, 

- 

Attendance

As always, attendance continues to be a focus 

for schools.  At both of our schools we have 

reviewed our target for overall attendance to 

97%.  This half-term we are achieving this target 
with the following overall attendance at each 

school, - 

Autumn Spring Total

LLPS 96.39% 95.44% 96.01%

MMPS 98.21% 94.5% 96.44%



Online Safety 

Online Safety for younger children
The next three pages  provide useful information on 

online safety.  Although it is for younger children 
some of the advice is relevant to all children.  I hop 

you find it useful.



Online Safety for Younger Children
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Reading

Children read regularly in school, both 

independently and to an adult.  

This happens in a variety of ways.  They 
might

- Read their individual reading book

- Take part in guided reading

- Read the class story / text

Please listen to children read regularly at 

home.  Reading little and often and 

talking about the books they are reading 

supports children to make progress. 

Supporting Learning - Reading

In school children are rewarded when they read at home 

using our reading tree.  As they move up the tree they earn 

dojos.  Every 25 times of reading recieves a certificate.



Writing

In school we assess the children's independent writing using the 

Trust's Writing Assessment Spine.

This academic year 'Writing Checklists' have been introduced 

which share expectations in child friendly language.

We have used the checklists to share writing targets with the 

children.  The children have the checklists or targets cards in their 
books so that they can use them to help them 

improve their writing.

Supporting Learning - Writing



What have we been learning in the Garden Class?

We have been very busy in Garden Class this half term. Our text has been ‘The Tiger 

that Came to Tea’ which we have learnt and then innovated to create our own versions of 

this classic story.    

In Science, we have enjoyed learning about plants. We have looked at what plants need 

to grow and stay healthy. We have made predictions about what would happen if we feed 

our plants different liquids such as coffee, salt water, juice and vegetable oil and have 

been testing this out. Year 2 have extended their learning further by comparing seeds 

and bulbs. They have set up their own experiment to see what will happen if a plant does 
not have one of the things that they need e.g. no water or no sunlight. 

In History, we have taken great 

interest in the life of Rosa 

Parks and what she did in the 

past that changed things for 

the people of today. 

In Maths, we have focused on multiplication 

and division and on measuring length and 

height in centimetres and metres. Reception 

have explored numbers up to 10 and 3D 

shapes.   



What have we been learning in the Meadow Class?

Following on from our trip 

to Cadburys World we have 

learnt about the Maya 

civilisation. Including how 

they lived, what they 
believed and what they ate. 

Quiz on the amazing facts 

we learnt!!

In Science we have been 

looking at working 

scientifically and changes to 

materials. We have focused 

on reversible reactions, 
Chemical, burning and 

rusting reactions.  

In computing we  

have been 

programming Micro 

bits and looking at 

how to change the 
algorithms to make 

them count steps, say 

words and flash.

In English our talk for writing 

unit has been a warning tale 

called ‘The Canal’.

Children spent time learning 

the story map. We then 
made toolkits to help us look 

at characters, setting and 

atmosphere; before creating 

their own version. 



World Book Day – 05/03/26

We enjoyed welcoming family members into 

school to join our World Book Day celebrations.

At Marston the children all participated in a 'Little 

Red Riding Hood' themed Kiddiactiv 

session.  While at Long Lane teams worked hard 

to make a costume using newspaper, Sellotape 

and other resources which they needed to buy!

FOMM: Golden ticket
Marston were also incredibly lucky, FOMM arranged for a visit 
from Willy Wonka (aka Mrs Charlesworth) who was selling 
chocolate bars, some of which contained a golden ticket.

Golden Ticket winners won a book token.

Huge thanks to FOMM for organising this – the
children thoroughly enjoyed it!

Staff at Long Lane dressed 
up as colour monsters.

Staff at Marston dressed 
up as characters from 

Little Red Riding Hood.

Willy Wonka 
visits Marston.

The children 
decorated potatoes 
as book characters.



World Down Syndrome Day – 20/03/26

We wore odd socks to school to celebrate World 

Down Syndrome Day.  Our children, in both 

schools are able to articulate how everyone is 

different and everyone is special.  In both schools 
they show this daily through their actions.

The children learnt to 
spell their names using 

Makaton and signed 
along with Old Macdonald

Long Lane's
odd socks

Marston's
odd socks

Children at Long Lane tried to copy a picture 
using our wrong hand wearing a sock to help us 
think about some of the difficulties children with 
Down's Syndrome might face.



Sports Events

KiddiActiv – Every Thursday

The children in Garden Class enjoy the 

KiddiActiv sessions.  They balance, jump, sing 

action songs and practice catching and 

throwing.  It is great fun and on World Book 

Day Meadow Class got to join the fun for a 

Little Red Riding Hood themed session.

Forest School

The Meadow Class at both schools have enjoyed Forest School with 

Primary Stars.  This is what they had to say about the sessions.

At forest school we chose a wild name and nature names and had a 

competition to do task master in teams. We made pictures on the 

ground of animals and then we made vehicles out of sticks, stones 

and logs. We listened to a story and we learnt we had a grandmother 

tree. (This is the oldest tree in the space we have). After every session 

we thanked the grandmother tree.

Meadow Class: Small school Sportshall – 03/03/26

The children in Meadow class took part in small school sportshall 

finals at Wirksworth. They had lots of fun competing against their 

peers and cheering each other on. They excelled in track events! Well 

done Meadow Class 

Y3/4: Dodgeball Finals – 12/03/26

The children from Year 3 and 4, Mrs Coward 

and Mrs Bosley all ventured to Derby Arena to 

participate in the dodgeball finals.  On the 

coach the children excitedly planned 

their tactics and how they would work together.

The children worked well as a team, 

supporting and encouraging each other.  They 

worked hard and played well against some 

very strong competition.

Well done Year 3 and Year 4, we are all proud 

of you.



What have we been up to at Marston?

Marston Tots – Every Thursday

We had Easter fun at Marston Tots creating Easter 

Card and lots of fun outside in the Spring sunshine!

Mothers' Day Service – 13/03/26

Thank you to all those how joined us to celebrate our 

Mums.  The children reminded us how important all the 

ladies who care for us are.

Easter Service – 27/03/26

Our Easter service reminded us of the importance of 

Easter in the Christians calendar and the reasons for 

this.  Well done to the children for their participation in 

the service and thank you to all who were able to 
attend.

FOMM: Easter Crafts – 26/03/26

FOMM Easter event was a success with an egg hunt 

to make a word, egg box rabbit portraits, egg 

decorating, egg and spoon race and a hot chocolate 

and biscuit! Happy Easter everyone!



Summer 1 2026 Events

30/03/26 to 10/04/26 Easter Holiday

13/04/26 School reopens 8:55am

17/04/26

24/04/26
01/05/26
08/05/26

15/05/26

Primary Stars – lunchtime 

club and PE

12:30pm Children will need to have their PE kits in school on these days.

21/04/26 School photographs School photographs for parents to buy will be taken today

04/05/26 May Bank Holiday All day School closed

11 to 14/05/26 KS2 SATs Week Monday to 
Thursday mornings

Children in Year 6 will take their SATs this week

18 & 19/05/26 Joint PSHE Days All day Children from both schools will join together for the RSHE 
aspect of our PSHE curriculum

20 & 21/05/26 Joint DT Day All day This is in place of the postponed days at the end of the spring 
term

22/05/26 Joint Sports Event – Focus 

TBC

Children from both schools will join together for a joint sports 
event

25 to 29/05/26 School closed for half term

01/06/26 School reopens 8:55am

03/07/26 INSET Day School closed

06/03/26 INSET Day School closed



Summer 1 2026 Events - Dates to share

Long Lane – Events in Summer 1 2026

17/04/26

01/05/26
15/05/26

Little Monkeys – 

Outdoor session

1:30pm to 

3:15pm
Pre-school children and a family 

member / carer are welcome to come 
and join the Garden Class for these 
fun weekly sessions

24/04/26

08/05/26

Little Monkeys – 

Indoor session

1:30pm to 

3:15pm

Marston Montgomery – Events in Summer 1 2026

30/03/26 to 10/04/26 Easter Holiday

16/04/26

23/04/26
30/04/26
07/05/26

21/05/26

KiddiActiv 9:15am to 

10:15am These excellent session are led by 

Primary Stars staff and are located 
in the Village Hall behind the school.

16/04/26

30/04/26
14/05/26

Marston Tots – 

Outdoor session

1:30pm to 

3:15pm Pre-school children and a family 

member / carer are welcome to 
come and join the Garden Class for 
these fun weekly sessions

23/04/26

07/05/26
21/05/26 

Marston Tots – 

Indoor session

1:30pm to 

3:15pm

Please share details of these events 

with friends and family who have 

pre-school children, thank you.

Everyone is welcome – the more the 

merrier!
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